NEW GOLF GABRID | NEW TIGUAN | GOLF R STUDY | UK AMAROK | NEW GOODYEAR ULTRAGRIP 8 | AUTD-SLEEPERS TRIDENT

Vol kswagen

l.[LU [E@BH@EPF
AT GENEVAE=

S SNIDGI _aee N
117w

rg_-- . __“_"-— ' N b S g g ! _
. ROAD TEST Nevea— MODEL PROFILE: 25250 M[lI]IFIEI] GAR: éﬁi’f{ih%



Photos: Andrew Foy

WWW VOLKSWAGENDRIVERMAG CO.UK APR I YOLKSWAGEN DRIVER | 31




=

Because this car had to prove itself

on a race eircuit rather than the drag

stmp, itnotonly had to'he ableto puithe
power down cleanly but also deliver the
necassary handling ability. A Sachs Racing
steel single-mass fliywheet and heawy-duty
cluteh assembly, in conjunction with a
custom=madified Czech SG5 clutch-type
racing differential; transmut the pawer
reliably and turn itinto usable traction.
The MK 5 GTI handies superbly even in
standard road-geing-form, but for ultirate
performance ona racecircuil the braking

can always be improved, in this case with
the combination of Alcon 370 mmediscs
and 4-pot monoblock callipers, & Craes
Racing suspension kit and APR anti-roll
bars, along with SuperPro polyurethane
bushes and camber adjustmient kit, add
the final flourishes and the GTI now
roils on lightweight 18-inch 0Z Racing
Littralegera alloys, shod with road-lagal
Hankook Ventus TR 2221 rubber,

LEuy s particularly enthustastic about
these tyres, describing thiemas easily
thiebest sermi-shick road-legal bre we've

ever used on'a race frack. In club sprint
rating you've anly got 3 maximum of foor
lapsta setyour time, The Ventus TD is
imprassive in its-abelity to reach optimum
temperature and bi on the pace by lap 2",
The TD 2221 also demonstratos evcelliont
wear characleristics, capabie of [asting
Jxlaps at Queensiand Lakeside Raceway:
‘We've conducted back-fo-back testing
of the Hankook tyres against the leading
brand-of what we call ‘twin-groove races-
spec yres and the Yentus TOs are jusl as
quick but much more durable”

'EASILY THE BEST SEMI-
SLICK ROAD-LEGAL
TYRE WE'VE EVER
ON A RAGE TRACK...
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The same brake set-up and wheeal and
Iyre combinaticn and samilar SUSPENSIoN

modifications are also used on the three-

door Golf B atthough this time the car
uses H&R anti-roll bars. The Golf R's
four-wheel drive systermn also benefits
from the additional enhancement of 3
switchable Haldex controller toimprove
the speed of the torgue transher towards
the rear axle. making it much more like
a full-time four-wheel drive sef-up.

As well as the superior traction of its
four-wheel drive, th tial thing to

remermber abouwt L
Z0-1tre four-
actually the EAt wrips wnit from

the older Mk 5 GT1 Edition 30 and Audi

Wb S e 5
Sk engine is
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S3 applications. Harding Parformance
atready had a ot of experience. of
modifying this combination, both chassis
and engine, fromils previous work with
the 53, and the addition of the Stage 3
AR turbo Kit, fuel pump upgrade,

APR Ausiralia 3-inch exhaust system,

Carbonio intake and APR inferconler
really delivered the goods. Feak power:
i5 pumped ip from 27040 420 bhpand it
develops maximum torgue of 390101 even
on the read-going 78 RON fusl mapping.
Both cars really proved their point when
Guy entered them in the 2010 Hot Tuner
Challenge organised by Motor Magazine
{Australia’s pramier funing title]. This'is
a multi-discipline event, comprising a
combination of acceleration tesis [0-100
kph and 400-metre runs), braking from
100 kph to a standstll and timed (3ps on the
national
Raceway in Sydnoy, a5 well a5 power
testing and skidpan and slalom fests:
The ezsential ctof the eveni is

circust al the Eastern Creek Inter

that all the cars taking part ars based on
standard production vehicles available

for public sale within Australia after 2008
They must be fully road registered and
street-legal, runon regular 98 ROM pump
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'THE HP GOLF GTI RAN A LAP TIME SOME 8 SEGONDS QUICKER Py /
| THAN A TUNED PORSCHE G6T2... i

attanable and relevant to the man

fuel and use components and modifications
which are readily avallable for sale to

Australian consumars al the tima of
testing. Crucially, the tars must also use
ully road-legal performance and semi-
slick tyres, so'no prizes for guessing
what Guy's Golfs were running on
Owerall, it's.a formula which ensures
that the cars taking part are all
representative of what the typical road-
gamng enthusiast can act
than the mega-expe
C

e, ralher

nsive special race-
} exatica which can all too easily

prepa
infilirate such contests.

Even 5o, the Hot Tuner Challenge
inentably attracts a host of high-
perforrmance; big-dellar tumed machines,
dlongwith expert drivers; soil's to |S'.I:,«' 5
great credit that his Gotf R recorded the
fastest lap of all the 30 vehiclas taking
part: It turned in a best time of 1.59.0,

wihile the HP Galf GT| ran third {astest,
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not far behind, with 2 2.00.6 lag time;
some & seconds quicker than a tuned
Parsche GT2 and & supercharged Lotus
Elisel Of course, if only hetped that
the cars were gxpertly driven by Paul
Marris, a 4-tirme Australian Super Tourer
champion. Guy reports that these resulls
certainly had the eph td talking
The Parsche boys were sfunned at i
muchguicker we were:and the EVD and
5Tl teams have new respect for usnow!
Asked whether he'd be tempted te move

into full-flight motorsport, Guy has wisely

decided (o kaepwell clear for the bime
being: ‘Mat at thes stage. We'd love for
there to be more life in the Australian
Production Car saries, but our involverment
will probahly stay with super sprints lar
the time being

IV's ¢learly anarea which benefils the
business, not oniy shawing the tree abality
of the HF-modified cars but alse remaining

customer base, the enthusiasts who
want ko modify ther cars reliably for
ays rather

fasi road use and track ¢
than all-out matorsport.
Guy's luture plans are 1o develop
conversions for the new Palo GTI and
also work on a Golf R with 056, as well
ng the Golf GTHwith a Sciroces R,

as rap

and wie'll he reporting an his progress
in further articles here in the pages of
¥olksw o, il
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